A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
England and II of France would have had his capital in Paris
and governed from the Scottish border to the Mediterranean
had his rule in France endured. But everything turned upon
close co-operation between the English Bedford—who was
Regent as brother of the late King and uncle of the baby—
and the French Burgundian faction. It was only as allies of
that half of the French forces that the house of Lancaster could
continue to hold its difficult position across the Channel.
There were many new difficulties in the situation. The
great mass even of the English landed classes had by this time
become English-speaking, which made them for the first time
appear as foreigners upon French soil—for when the wars
began they had been exactly of the same kind as the Northern
French about them. Further, the resources in men of the
Lancastrian army were small. It was still a well-organized
force, but would never hold its own without the much larger
contingents which the Burgundian French could put at its
disposal. Also, living thus unnaturally overseas, the men had
to be paid highly; it is true that, with the occupation of so
much of Northern France, there was a large field for taxation,
but if that became partially lost the financial strain would be
impossible to bear. Everything, therefore, depended upon
keeping in touch with Burgundy.
While Bedford was Regent in France and apparently secure
there, as he had become the brother-in-law of the Duke of
Burgundy, his elder brother, the Duke of Gloucester, was
left Regent in England, governing with the aid of the Council.
At his side his half-uncle, the illegitimate Henry Beaufort
(later Bishop of Winchester), son of John of Gaunt, a man of
high intelligence and tenacious character and controlling very
great wealth, was a rival for power. In the summer of 1424,
two years after the death of Henry V, this Duke of Gloucester,
then a young man in the early thirties, married the great heiress
Jacqueline of Hainault. She brought with her the greater part
of the Low Countries, to which the Duke of Burgundy looked
confidently as destined to be his own. He already had the
mass of land to the eastern side of France and part of the
shores of the North Sea. By this marriage with Jacqueline of
Hamault Burgundy's chance of joining up his dominions and
making one great realm from die North Sea to Switzerland
was destroyed. The result was a quarrel with Burgundy

